BEFORE THE SOUTH CAROLIMNA STATE BOARD OF ECUCATION

In the Makter of the Suspension
of the Educator Certificate of ORDER OF SUSPENSION

Ann Bingham Johnson,

R ol W

Cartificate 187945

SUMMARY OF THE CASE

The Zouth Carolina State Board of Education [State Board) considered
this rmatter on February 13, 20082, On February B, 2007, the State
Department of Education (Department) sont Ann Bingham Iohnson 3 notice
of Fer right te a fearing regarding the possible suspansion of har South
Caroling educator certificate. Upon receipt of Lhe notice, Ms. Johnsoen agreed
to waive her right to a hearing and entered into a repayment plan. The
Deportment then sent Ms, Johnson a repaymont agrecnent, Ms, Johason
signed Lhe agreement on March 20, 2007, The signed repavmenl sgreemsnl
and an initial payment of $100.00 were received by the Department on
March 20, 2007. Ms. Jochnson rnade five additicnal payments of 5100.20 on
April 16, 2007; May 8, 2007, June X, 2007, Iaky 23, 2007; and August 24,
2007, Thercafter, Ms. Johnson falled to comply with the terms of tho
repayment agrecmant. Ms. lehnson has not repald the remaining balance of
S550.00 which is now past dus. After corsiderng the mformation prasented,
the State Board woled Lo suspend Ms. Johnson's certificete until she repays
the full amount owed on her outstanding loan with the State of South
Carclina obtained through the Ceﬁter for Teacher Education, Recruitment,
Eetention and Advancement {CERRA).

FINDINGS OF FACT

Ms. Jobnson holds a valid Scuth Carcling educator certificate and hzs
over six years of teaching experience. On October 1%, 2001, Ms. lohnson

signed a promisscry nobte with the State of South Carelina to obtain a Inan of
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$2300 to pay for the oosts oF applving far certification frome the Matlonal
Board for Professional Teaching Standards (MBEFTS). Ona of the terms of that
promissory note was that the loan recipiant would be obligated to repay oae
half of the loan amount, $1150, if after participation in the process for one
vear, she did not continue or otherwise successfully complete the process of
oztaining MBPTS certification. Under this term of the agreement, M=, lohnson
is now obligated to repay the cutstanding amount owed. CERRA and the
Department have sent several letters ko Ms. Johnson informing her that the
$1150 was due and of the consequences for failing to repay the amount dus.
After receiving notice of the possible suspension of her educator certificate,
Ms, Johrnsen agresd to waive her right to a hearing and entersd iato a
repayment agregment. Ms, Johnson executed the repayment agreemert on
March 20, 2007, The signed repayment agresment and an initial payment of
$100.00 were received by the Cepartment on March 20, 2007, Ms. lohnson
supmitted five subsequent payments of $100.00 on April 16, 2007 May &,
2007; June 20, 2007; July 23, 2007; and August 24, 2007. Thoreafter, Ms.
Johnson failed to comply with the terms of the repayment agresment. Ms.
Johnsen has not repaid the remaining balance of 550,00 that is now pasl

tue,

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

The State Board may suspend the certiticate ot any person for
unprofessional conduct. 5.C. Code Ann. §§ 55-25-150 and 160 (260£). The
State Board finds that there is sufficient information to suppart its decision to
suspend Ms. Jchnson's educator certificate fram the date of this Qrder ntil
she has satisfied her remaining financial ebligation to the State of South
Carolina, as established in the promisscry note referenced abowve. Upon full
payment of the balance due, if Ms. Johnson wishes to have her certificate
reinstated, she may make a written request for reinstatement to the Office of
Cducator Certification of the Departmeant of Education,
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South Carolin ?tatc Bl?ard of Education

By: 1{1-'%1"\_-'-'-'-&_

ot - I{
Al Gimpson, Chair U{

Columbia, South Carolina
February 13, 2008



